A SURVEY 

OF 

HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
March - 1957 


Prepared by: 

Leo Burnett Company, Inc. 
Chicago. 





Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/szdlOOOO 




r v 


i 


FOREWORD 


The following pages contain the major Hollywood television program 
properties being offered so far for 19.87-58. 

It will be seen that the main core of this report concerns "carbon copy" 
ideas, new shows modeled on a pattern of success with older shows. 

In the western category alone, the "follow-ups" are so numerous as to* 
demand special listing. 

This report, for the first time, contains a category of musical shows. 

It will be noted that there are fewer shows in the "quality" class than 
before because of rating problems. All of this has influenced the Hollywood 
producers to offer for next year as their largest group, broad family-appeal 
shows planned for 8s00-10s00 p.m,, and designed to catch everybody. In the 
present trend most of the new crime shows are in this bracket and have.been 
so listed. As a part of this de-specialization, there is little activity 
this year in building shows for children. 

For the first time the producers are re-submitting a large group of unsold 
properties of last year. The producers are strongly offering the argument 
that an unsold show is not necessarily a bad show. 

A significant straw in the wind is the indication that the traditional 
thirty-minute dramatic show is weakening. There are predictions that 
before too many seasons pass the thirty-minute show of this type will 
be the exception rather than the rule on the simple ground that the. 
better developed stories of the one-hour shows and longer are becoming 
more appealing to the American public. 

In the main, this report would seem to offer evidence that as far as 
fresh ideas are concerned the honeymoon is over. They once lay in.plain 
sight on the surface. From now on it's going to take digging to find 
them. 


to 
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NEW PROGRAMS - FAMILY APPEAL X 

THE ADVENTURES OF ANDY HARDY - MGM 

Years ago, out at Culver City, this was the first well known MGM property 
to be placed in radio. Today it is being offered again by Metro in 
television, but no big plan of operation surrounds it as yet. They are 
hoping to sell it on its face value, 

THE ADVENTURES OF CHARLIE CHAN with J. Carroll Naish - TPA 

TPA calls this their most commercial offering for 1957-58, the familial’ 
police adventures of Honolulu-born Charlie Chan, now projected to the 
entire world ... all stemming from the well-remembered fiction creation 
of author Earl Der Diggers. Three films already have been made in _ 
Hollywood, and they can be viewed, by March l5» On that date a production 
company starts for Europe to make additional episodes in England, France, 
Spain and Italy. 

THE ADVENTURES OF JOHNNY DOLLAR - CBS 

As soon as casting problems are settled, CBS intends to move ahead and 
create a television audition of this long-time dramatic program on the 
CBS radio network. The hero is an insurance investigator. CBS has 
worked out a special plan to film "Johnny Dollar" against a San Francisco 
background by using the sane production company which creates "Line-Up" 
for the network, 

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM MIX - Win. Morris 

It is claimed that the legal problems surrounding the estate have been 
settled and the way is now clear to bring the life of Tom Mix into 
television. This will be done by Family Films Inc., under the guidance 
of the William Morris Agency. The core of the series is to fictionize 
what Tom Mix really was before he cane to Hollywood - a cowboy, a circus 
performer, a rolling stone who was always close to high adventure, 

ANYTHING, INCORPORATED - 20th Century Fox 

Dais is to be a series about a broke and unemployed boy and a girl who 
are without any special kind of skills, so they advertise that they will 
do anything to earn a dollar. The series will be built on the responses 
they received to their ad. Eventually, because of the volume of 
business, they will incorporate ... calling themselves '^Anything, Inc." 
People will come to them with odd, strange, risky jobs of every kind. 
"Anything, Inc.," lias been created by 20th Century Fox and will be re¬ 
presented for sale by NTA. A pilot definitely will be made by Spring, 
produced by Ben Feiner and starring the new young Fox contract player, 
Kendell Scott. 
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BERTHA COOL-BONALP LA? 3 SHOT - CBS 

This is the second Earle Stanley Gardner property under serious develop¬ 
ment by CBS, stories about the feminine operator of a detective agency 
and her lawyer assistant. Gardner has written these tales under the 
pen name of A. A. Fair. Producer-writer Ed Hartman is developing this 
audition for the network. 

BIRTHPLACE U.S.A. with Bob Hawke — Live 

This new entry is billed by Bob Hawke, its creator, as "the variety show 
to end all variety shows". Hawke wants to come out of retirement to 
launch this one-hour candidate himself, and he forecasts a talent. cost 
of at least ^100,000 per program. The fundamental idea involves a 
colossal salute to. the States, meaning that the talent on each show (and 
it will run the gamut) will be tied in some way to tne Sts.te being honored 

THE BLACK KNIGHT - NBC 

This represents a follow-up by NBC along the road developed by Sir 
Lancelot. In this instance the producer will be Sheldon Reynolds ... 
the pictures will"be made in Europe ... and the Black Knight will be 
the traditional hero of that era of Lords and Ladies, with jousting 
on the green. 

CASEY JONES - Screen Gems 

This Screen Gems special takes the railroad era for its inspiration. 

Alan Hale Jr. assumes the role of the most famous engineer who ever 
lived. His wife and 12-year old son make up the regular cast. This 
is scheduled as an action series for the family audience centering on 
that era in American life which followed the wild frontier and preceded 
the automobile age. Screen Gems .5as produced a pilot which till soon 
be available. 

CHICAGO BEAT with Lee Marvin - MCA 

Revue Productions through MCA is offering the very talented actor, Lee 
Earvin, as the star of a new whodunit series. The complete idea is 
told in the title; true stories about the life and exploits of an average 
Chicago plain clothesman. An audition is available, taken from 
"Studio 57". 
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THE CHUCK SHOW - MCA 


Here is an outgrowth of the Bob Cummings show developed under the 
personal supervision of Cummings himself. Under the scheme, nepnew 
Chuck (Duane Hickman) of the Cummings series is sent away to college. 
He becomes involved in problems of his own, centering on his life 
and adventures in and around the campus. Cummings, and all or some 
of the characters in the parent series may or may not be carried over 
into the new venture; all this is under consideration. 

CLIPPER SHIP - Screen Gems 

Screen Gems offers a new setting for an adventure action series; the 
dramatic clipper ships that sailed from New fork and Boston to every 
far corner of the world in the days just before the steam era. An 
audition, with .Charles Bickford as the captain of the clipper ship, 
is being made for first release as an entry in the "Playhouse 90" 
series. 

DANGER IS III BUSINESS - Screen Gems 

The hero of this Screen Gems project is a man whose occupation is 
secretive, dangerous and costly to those who seek his services. His 
assignments take him from the bottom of the ocean to the unexplored 
space above, anywhere that money and excitement are to be found. 
Casting for the lead is in progress, with the audition set for 
production in March. 

DOCTOR KILDARE - MGM 

KGM claims that unsolicited interest has forced them to take this 
property out of their radio syndication files, and dust if off for 
television. No audition is planned, but a serious effort is being 
made to sell it for the 1957~38 season. 

THE DONALD O’CONNOR SHOW - Famous Artists 

Famous Artists are laying plans to bring O'Connor back to television 
in a simple variety show format on a film basis. They feel the lack 
of success in the Texaco programstemmed from the particular production 
group which surrounded O'Connor at that time, and they plan to remedy 
this". Nothing more definite yet except to confirm that they mean 
business. 
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ED‘ 'IE ALBERT SHQv - (working title) - Four Star 

Four Star Productions will have an audition of this idea available for 
screening by mid-April. In their description they e>cplain that Eddie 
Albert will create a fiction character something like the real-life 
role of newspaper columnist Robert Ruark, who follows a path, all over 
the world in search of human interest stories, very often finding him¬ 
self involved in unusual adventures. It is hoped to give the series 
an extra quality by a certain use of fantasy. In some of the stories 
the hero will project himself into the future and in some he will 
turn the clock back. 

THE END OF THE- RAINBOW - Live - MCA 

MCA and Ralph Edwards feel that this program represents.a tried and true 
extension of "This is Your* Life". In "Rainbow" the production unit 
will travel to various parts of the nation and will descend on some 
unsuspecting but deserving American to shower him or her with gifts. 
Edwards himself would not emcee the show. A kine is available for 
viewing, lifted from a sequence in "Truth or Consequences". However, 
it demonstrates the idea end shows that this follow-up Edwards idea could 
be just as successful as "This Is Your Life". 

FAME AND FORTUNE - Live - ABC . 

ABC and the Frank Cooper Agency will create a pilot for a series aimed 
at being the first program to tap little seen and generally unknown 
professional talent from the four cornel's of the globe. The idea is 
to bring them to America ... let the studio audience vote on the best 
performer. And give the best performer a chance to win week after week, 
gaining more prize money all the time. At the present time, Don Ameclie 
and Hickey Rooney are being considered as hosts,. A kinescope audition 
will be available by April 1. 

FLIGHT (working title ) - John ITayne 

This program will mark the entry into television of Batjac Productions, 
the vi-crous motion picture production company controlled by John Usyne. 
For their first step into a new medium they are pr eparing a s eries that 
will concern itself with adventure stories dealing with man’s new and 
exciting conquest of space. They claim they will avoid fantasy, stick 
to scientific facts ... and yet make this dramatic anthology something 
the whole family will enjoy. An audition will, be completed within two 
months . 

FLIGHT LINE - Four Star 

This is another definite starter from Four Star Productions and is now 
at tie casting stage. The setting will be a small local airport in 
a mid-western American community. The son runs the airport while his 
mother operates the cafe ... and they are m'xed up in the problems 
of the passengers who pass in and out of their establishment. 
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THE FOX with Anthony Dexter - NBC 

This is another costume adventure idea laid in England in the general 
manner of Robin Hood and plans call for the series to be photographed 
there. The audition will be available for screening by April 1S>, 

This is an NBC project. 

FRANCY GOES TO WASHINGTON with Claudette Colbert - Wm. Morris 

At long last Claudette Colbert is going to take the plunge and offer 
herself in a weekly television series. The basic idea would carry 
a fundamental feeling about the home and the nation which would be 
good association for the sponsor. In this case Miss Colbert will 
be elected to the Congress of the United States and descend on 
Washington with her family and kids. An audition will be available 
around April 1 $. 


FULL SPEED ANYWHERE with Stubby Kaye - Independent 

Here is another strong prospect in a brand new trend in Hollywood, 
a storyline show with music. In this .case it is the brainchild of 
producer-writer Charles Isaacs, the man responsible for Jeannie 
Carson. The setting of "Full Speed Anywhere" is a small Coast Guard 
cutter. The skipper is a newly-made ensign, someone like Ensign 
Pulver in Mr. Roberts, and this role will be played by the young 
Broadway comedian, Conrad Janis. But the big role is for Stubby 
Kaye, t-ho will give up his part in the current Broadway hit, Lil 
Abner. The main entertainment will come from the problems of 
worldly-wise Stubby Kaye as the mate who just happened to get an 
"Ensign Pulver" as a skipper. An audition will be available by 
April 1 $. 

THE GAUCHO - Odyssey 

Dougfair Productions and Sol lesser have combined forces to create a 
company called Odyssey Pictures. Their new series will be filmed in 
Mexico and will star an unknown of the Hugh O'Brian type. The setting 
will be the Pampas of Argentina, in the late 1800's and the stories 
will concern themselves with the adventures of a young good-lookicg 
Gaucho who is an expert horseman and bolo twirler. There will be 
cattle, action and horses. 
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THE GREEN HORNET - Trendle-Campbell 

This will be remembered as one of the perennials of radio, owned and 
produced by the Trendle-Campbell Co. of Detroit. The Green Her net 
concept is unique. His real name is Britt Reid and he appears as a 
mild-mannered newspaper man. But actually he leads a double life and 
in his second role he is a secret crime fighter who dons a green mask 
and sets out to fight crime in the role of the Green Hornet. His only 
companion is his Japanese-American chauffeur, Kato, and he and the 
Hornet work from a secret laboratory, drive a super automobile and use 
guns that fire a secret gas which overpowers but never kills. This is 
the closest project to Superman on the market today. An audition film 
was made in 1951 by Jack Chertok but up until now has not been pushed 
for sale as the Trendle-Campbell Company has been busy developing 
both the Lone Ranger.arid Sergeant Preston in recent years. 

THE GREY GHOST - CBS Film Syndication 

Producer Lindley Parsons is developing.a family action series for 
CBS-Film. The s etting is the Civil Mar. The hero is a sort of Robin 
Hood who wears the grey of the Confederacy but is more of a roving 
adventurer than a legitimate soldier. This leader has been inspired 
by the real-life historical character of General Moseby. CBS says 
they are going to make sure that the Yankees win as often as the Rebs, 
An audition will be available by March 1£>. 

GUNGA DIN - MCA 

MCA through Revue Productions, is finishing the audition of a family 
adventure series that bears little relation to Kipling in spite of 
the title. Actor Jack Kelly plays the role of a trouble-shooting 
world adventurer who may be English or possibly not, as you wish to 
interpret it. His pal is Gunga Din, the faithful Hindu who has a 
cousin in every port. The setting is 1900, and the format has been 
selected to avoid the resistance to the pro-British Empire feeling 
that permeated ,! The Bengal Lancers", now cancelled. 

HARBOR PATROL - Sheldon Reynolds 

For many months producer Stuart Reynolds has held a working agreement 
with the various city and federal agencies in Los Angeles to use 
their cooperation as the background of a television series showing 
the problems of keeping law and order in the Los Angeles harbor. 
Reynolds has now made plans to audition this idea on the Jane Wyman 
program. This is basically the same program idea exemplified in Ziv's 
"Harbor Command.". 
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HEY MAC -with Gary Merrill - MCA 

Here is a project which will tell the adventures of a widowed father 
with a teen-age daughter who own and run a roadside motel deep in 
the remote Redwood country of Northern California. Gary Merrill has 
been cast as the father and the blueprint calls for the kind of a 
program that could fill a "Lassie" need with lots of exteriors and 
emphasis on heart interest. The pilot will be available by about 
March 1$. 

JOHN DOE - MCA 

This anthology program has been created by Don Fedderson and is offer¬ 
ed as his follow-up to the "Millionaire". The idea is simple. The 
Fedderson office has processed ovdr 300 basically true.stories con¬ 
cerning unusual occurrences in the lives of average Americans and 
with this backlog set, they are ready to go. An audition will be 
completed by Api’il 1 and MCA represents. The matter of a host is 
still wide open with Fedderson convinced that a newspaper man of 
integrity such as Quentin Reynolds would make the best choice. 

JOHNNY MAYFLOWER - CBS Film Syndication 

CBS-Film has decided to use the adventures of our Pilgrim forefathers 
as the basis of a costume series. In this instance the leading 
character is an orphan boy who somehow comes over on the Mayflower 
as a stowaway, but who is adopted by the Pilgrims, His adventures 
will cover the range of what actually happened ... their first 
meeting with Indians, their struggle to get enough food from the 
forests, etc. 

JOHNNY NIGHTHAWK with Scott Brady - Screen Gems 

The hero is a free-lance pilot whose plane is for hire provided the 
price is right, setting the stage for action and adventure. This 
is another of the many Screen Gems projects definitely set for next 
season. Scott Brady will be Johnny Nighthawk and plans have been 
set to have an audition ready for screening by April 1. 

JOHNNY WILDLIFE - Screen Gems 

The central characters of this additional Screen Gems project are 
a wildlife cameraman and his young son. They will host the series 
which will show the fabulous world of nature from every corner of 
the globe. Filmed in color, the series will attempt to take its 
audience to the d epths of the sea and to the innermost reaches of 
the last jungle left on earth. This will be similar in appeal to 
the wildlife adventures seen on Disneyland. The audition is available. 


N.1 - 
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JUDY CANOVA SHOW - Gannaway 

Judy Canova mil be presented as a member of a group of travelling carnival 
entertainers who are having their difficulties,, All that is left is the 
huge trailer which is their home. Their trials and tribulations with music, 
make up the core of this projected series with the audition available for 
screening by April 15>, This is a Gannaway Production, 


JUNE with Nanette Fabray - NBC 

NBC says that this is 90 % set and the network expects to have an audition 
ready for viewing by April 1, Miss Fabray Will be presented as a young woman 
who owns a neighborhood gift shop. She is a frustrated novelist and this 
writing urge leads her to stick her nose into every neighborhood problem 
about her. There will be a moderate use of music and dancing. This is a 
Jess Oppenheimer project. 


THE LEATHERNECKS - Screen Gems 

Screen Gems has been given the right by the United States Marine Corp to 
produce an adventure series built around two fighting leathernecks whose 
careers lead them into every branch of activity followed by the Marines, 

The two heroes will be seen in battle, on leave, in love, on land and sea,,, 
all planned as full-family entertainment. The audition is scheduled for 
March lf>. 


MOLLY with Joan Caulfield - Independent 

So far this family-appeal series has been kept under wraps by Frank Ross, 
its producer-creator, who in real life is Miss Caulfield’s husband. He 
is still offering this for sale on a personal, family basis,..no agents, 
"Molly 11 is a young, romantic American girl who takes a position as a 
travelling companion to a rich widow who spends her life touring the world. 
Each episode, therefore, will take place in a different land with different 
faces. 


MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN - 20th Century Fox 

An attractive young mother goes back to college to complete her own education. 
As an undergraduate, she finds herself among young, enthusiastic, football- 
loving kids, one of whom is her own child. There is talk of Ann Sheridan or 
Vivian Blaine, This project belongs to 20th Century Fox, who plans to make 
an audition by late Spring* NTA represents. 
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MY FAVORITE SON with Mary Healy and Peter Lind Hayes - CBS 

This is a Harry Ackerman development for CBS, with the audition expected to 
be made available about May 1st, Peter Lind Hayes will play the role of a 
freshman-congressman who descends on Washington with '.his wife and family, 

A strong supporting character is being developed along the lines of a Bernard 
Baruch personality, who guides and helps. 


THE NEW ROBINSON CARUSOE - with Dan O'Herlihy - Wm. Morris 

The springboard is the motion picture in which O'Herlihy played this very 
role not so long ago. The plan calls to go right back to the desert island 
and the sailing ships of long ago, but to bring in many newly invented 
characters to give the series action and scope, William Morris represents. 


NEW YORK'S FINEST - CBS 

Producer Bernie Proctor has been commissioned by CBS to adapt for television 
the authentic CBS radio dramatic show called "21st Precinct",,,an authentic 
reflection of the problems and accomplishments of "New York's Finest", 


THE NEW YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT (Working title) - Guild 

Guild Films advises that they will have a pilot on this project by mid-April, 
The stories for the series are to be taken from the files of a retired Chief 
of Detectives of New York City. Right now they are in the process of getting 
clearances from actual people involved with these cases and then the audition 
will be made. 


A NIGHT IN HAVANNA with Ricardo Montalban - Desilu 

Producer Fletcher Markle has developed a romantic adventure series aimed at 
the whole family and set against the background of life in modern Cuba, An 
audition will be completed by early Spring and will feature the motion pic¬ 
ture personality Ricardo Montalban, Desilu is financing the venture and 
this is described as a personal pet of Desi Arnez, 


PRINCE VALIANT - Hal Roach 

After a see-saw struggle with 20th Century Fox, producer Hal Roach has 
acquired the television rights to this well established newspaper strip. It 
is planned to make the series in England and a contract, already has been 
signed for the audition-film. No casting or production credits announced 
so far. 
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OSS- Flamingo 

Flamingo Films reports that this series about the cloak and dagger corps has 
been blocked out and is pushed for national sale. The stories are from the 
files of the OSS and mil be filmed in Europe and United States. Robert 
Siodmak produces and Ron Randall stars in these background adventures to 
international diplomacy. 


PARLAY with Jack Bailey - Live - MCA 

MCA has developed a special give-away audience game for Jack Bailey and hopes 
to audition it within the next months. The basic plan is to adapt the 
principle of race-track betting to a once-a-week television studio game. The 
contestants pick their category, like you would pick a horse. And once they 
have made their choice they can play their category either to win, place pr 
show. 


THE PHIL HARRIS SHC¥ - Live - MCA 

It would take a little nudging to get Phil Harris actively interested, but 
MCA says it can and will be done. In the broad area of the mid-evening 
variety show here is a man whose popularity with the American people, plus 
his strong showmanship, could well create a top rated program, Harris is 
tied to NBC. 


POLICE BOAT - Odyssey 

The files of the New York Harbor Police have been made available to Dougfair 
Productions as the basis of an action crime show, A pilot script is being 
completed and they hope to start filming in April in New York harbor. They 
describe their project as a "nautical version of Highway Patrol." 


POLICE HALL OF FAME - NBC 

Bob Hope Enterprises, in association with NBC, has completed its pilot in the 
overcrowded police action field. In this case the program will exploit the ' 
true experiences of policemen and other law enforcement officers from all over 
the world. Bob Hope will introduce each film with a serious blessing. 


RICKY OF THE ISLANDS with Ricky Vera - Desilu 

Ricky is a 13-year old boy who becomes lost and abandoned on a mystical 
tropical island in the East Indies, a place that might be Borneo or possibly 
New Guinea. But, wherever it is, the natives are kind and friendly and they 
raise Ricky in a strange tropical world. His adventures are the theme of the ffg- 

series. Ricky will be played by Ricky Vera, well remembered as the little 
Mexican school boy used frequently on "Our Miss Brooks." This series will be 
presented by Desilu in association with NTA. 
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THE SAME OLD WORLD - Independent 

Presented and written by Mary McCall, one of Hollywood's most proficient 
writers, this series concerns the adventures of a young hoy growing up in 
Athens, Greece, in the year 350 B.C, The Goldstone-Tpbias Agency, who re¬ 
present' Miss McCall, contemplate building a Greek location on the seashore. 
Since Athens was the cultural center of this era the stories will have a 
scope that is educational as well as entertaining. The stories will touch 
medicine, the Olympic Games, sea travel, war, crime,,.attempting to show 
a parallel with today's youth and its problems. 


THE SCARLET BLADE - Wm. Morris 

Adventure and romance at the time when Maximilian was the ill-fated emperor 
of Mexico is the theme and setting of this series which will be photographed 
in Mexico City by Mexican theatrical interests, under the guiding hand of the 
William Morris Agency, The agency feels that it will be able to guarantee 
quality in this series and as a precaution all laboratory work will be done 
in Hollywood, Beyond the Mexican locale, the fundamental approach is familiar. 
The Scarlet Blade is a simple inoffensive fellow by day but at night you'd 
better look out. 


SEA HUNT with Lloyd Bridges - Ziv 

An audition film has been completed by Ziv but the company is holding back the 
official announcement of its availability. It is known to be of full family 
action adventure type, concerned with an ex-Navy frogman who owns a boat and 
uses his skill as an underwater diver to solve the usual problems. The star 
is Lloyd Bridges, the producer is Ivan Tors, and the audition film is in 
color. • 


SIS - NBC 

This is a Jess Oppenheimer special at NBC,.with casting for the leading role 
now in progress. Sis is a girl in her twenties who works as a waitress and 
who is the sole support of her family. Oppenheimer's idea is to present her 
as the spokesman for that vast group of people who serve the American public 
day by day. He feels he has a fresh point of view, namelyj the customer is 
very often a pain in the neck, so let's see how he really looks, and all in 
fun. 


SKIPF-Y - Wm. Morris 


William Morris hopes to sell this from its success as a newspaper feature and 
the well remembered motion picture that starred Jackie Cooper. A talent hunt 
is underway to choose the boy for the leading role and then final plans vail 
be made. 
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SPECIAL AGENT - NBC 

The Frank Cooper Agency has made a tie-up ■with NBC to create a family appeal, 
adventure series telling all about the exploits of a modern day special police 
officer who works for a big American railroad. Casting now in progress. The 
audition will be available by April l5» 


SMOKE JUMPERS - 20th Century Fox 

This series created by 20th Century Fox deals with the fire fighters stationed 
deep in our forests who protect that great domain against the ravages of fire. 
The men who do this job are dedicated,,.they’re tough, they're outdoor men, 
they're adventurous in spirit. Living very close to the scene of action and 
prepared for ary emergency, they only rarely come out to visit normal civilized 
communities. Actually, most of the fire fighters are paratroopers, so this 
new project will definitely be a family appeal action adventure series. No 
casting as yet, GAC will represent and a pilot film will be available for 
screening by approximately April 1. 


TARZAN - NBC 

NBC, in partnership here with Sol Lesser, considers this an important early- 
evening action-adventure entry for the Fall of 1957.. There is only one Tarzan, 
now portrayed by Gordon Scott, the last of many Tarzans in the movies. Since 
Mr. Lesser controls motion picture rights, his association with his television 
venture represents the first chance for a network sponsor to know exactly where 
he stands as regards the many motion pictures made, and to reach a satisfac¬ 
tory agreement. 


TOWN HALL TONIGHT - Live - Wm. Morris 

Producer William Bacher, through the William Morris Agency, is offering an 
approach to the one-hour live variety show based on the history of all forms 
of entertainment here in the United States, If current negotiations are 
concluded Burl Ives, for instance, will take over the folk music department, 
Hoagy Carmichael will preside over the popular music section, and that gives 
the idea. 


TRAMP SHIP - Odyssey 

Dougfair Productions will produce this series in England, The stories are 
about the adventures of the captain of a tramp steamer on sea and shore. He 
finds his cargo at all world ports and with the aid of his friends, the chief 
engineer and the ship's doctor, he gets into and out of trouble. There will 
be a pilot later. 
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THE TRAVEL AGENCY - (Working title) - Four Star 

This is the big nex* show under development at Four Star Productions and it 
will have three name stars...Charles Boyer, David Niven and Jane Powell. It 
will not be a series of plays like Four Star Theatre. Rather, the three 
personalities will be shown as the employees of a world-wide travel agency 
like Cook's. We will meet the three of them in the beginning of the show 
each week, wherein one will receive an assignment to help some poor tourist 
in trouble on a foreign strand or x^hatever, The main idea is to take a leaf 
from Niven's great success in "Around the World in 80 Days" and offer adven¬ 
ture stories from every corner of the globe. And there can be music with 
Miss Powell. She is an important new personality for next year. An audition 
will be available in March, 


THE VIVIAN BLAINE-GEORGE LONDON SHOW - Wm, Morris 

This is interesting in its potential because George London is an established 
opera singer in real life and Vivian Blaine is a vocalist of the Broadway 
musical type. In the television series under development these two would 
portray a married couple where the factors of their own true life careers 
would be the core of the project, William Morris Agency represents. 


THE WILDCATTERS - Desilu 

This wall be an action series photographed all over the world. The theme con¬ 
cerns the adventures of two young workers who follow the international oil 
business as field mechanics. Desilu is presenting this idea and claims that 
a strong effort mil be made to capture the actual feeling which was so widely 
applauded when Spencer Tracy and Clark Gable played the heroes of "Boom Town," 
An association with the American Oil Institute will make it possible for 
location shooting in real oil fields in Arabia, Borneo, Venezuela, etc. 


ZORRO - Disney 


This is the big new Disney program for ABC, scheduled for network release 
this Fall. Zorro, in his black cape and mask, astride his black stallion, 
Tornado, is a California Robin Hood who avenges the weak and oppressed. v 'alt 
Disney will guide this property, but mil not introduce it personally as he 
does in other shows. The price is in excess of |U0,000 and no casting set 
as yet. 
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BILLY THE KID - Warner Bros, 

Warner Bros, announces that it has finally decided to take a deep breath 
and offer a series in television based on the life of this notorious 
western badman. The studio claims that it has found a way to develop 
the character in a sympathetic manner that would make it acceptable in 
night-time television, and yet not to be too remotely connected with the 
truth. No timetable yet on the audition. 


THE BUCK ARRCW - Desilu 

Here is another project involving a Robin Hood of the old west, this 
one under the sponsorship of Besilu Productions in association with 
NTA. The Black Arrow is a mild-mannered school teacher during the 
day. But, once the sun goes down, he takes to his horse to be the 
avenger of all those who are oppressed. 


BRANDING IRONS - Hal Roach 

Hal Roach has acquired an important source of pioneer material, the 
stories of the famous cattle brands used by the great ranchers who first 
ran their herds across the plains of the Southwest, True stories about 
these various brands are to be the basis of an adult western anthology 
series. This is offered as a one-hour project rotating such personal¬ 
ities as Randolph Scott, Jack Palance, etc. 


CAUMITY JANE - Gannaway 

Producer A1 Gannaway has acquired the Don Barry radio property which 
featured a fictionized version of this real-life frontier heroine who 
gained so much fame as an Indian scout. At least three other Hollywood 
producers have announced plans to offer Calamity to the television 
audience for 195>7, but Gannaway seems to have the best legal position and 
at the date of this reporting he is the only producer definitely planning 
an audition film. He plans to select an unknown girl for the lead and to 
have his audition available for screening by April 15>. 


THE CALIFORNIANS - ABC 

ABC has commissioned producer Lou Edelman to follow up the success of 
Edelman's Wyatt Earp and Jim Bowie with another adult western hero. In 
this case the hero will be a young Irish-American, who comes to San 
Francisco at the time of the rip roaring Gold Rush and whose life suddenly 
becomes involved with Mexican bandits, gold thieves, Indian renegades and 
of course the fabulous San Francisco Vigilantes, Edelman says an unknown 
will be cast in the lead and that the audition film will be photographed 
in February, 
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THE COWBOY HALL OF FAME - Fm. Morris 

The William Morris Agency has negotiated a special contract with the 
new National Cowboy Hall of Fame, to be maintained as a western shrine 
in Oklahoma City 9 Each year a certain number of real-life cowboys out 
of the past will be elected to a place of honor in this institution. 
Their factual stories will be made the basis of another entry in the 
bulging western-action field* 


ETHAN ALLEN AND THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS - Goodson-Todman 

This might be labelled an ’’early American western." The action will be 
the same as those of the frontier stories, but the setting, of course, 
is Lake Champlain, Fort Ticonderoga and the early problems of the American 
settlers who fought for freedom on the upper waters of the Hudson River 
in the 18th Century, This is a Hubbell Robinson CBS special made in as¬ 
sociation with Goodson-Todman, The audition has been completed, starring 
Rex Reason. 


FAMOUS SHERIFFS AND OUTLAWS - Independent 

Hollywood TV Service will soon have a pilot inspired by this basic idea. 
This series of true stories can be compared with Stories of the Century 
produced so successfully by the same people. 


FORT COURAGEOUS - Ward Bond - Independent 

This film program is the first television offering of the new and vigorous 
independent motion picture company called Bell-Aire Productions® Fort 
Courageous will concern the problems and adventures of an American calvary- 
man assigned to the western frontier in the 1870's, It will star Ward 
Bond® 


GARY COOPER SHOW - (working title) - ABC 

This new ABC project is not completely set as of this date. However, it 
is listed herein because of the very serious talks now going on between 
Leonard Goldenson of ABC and Steve Broidy of Allied Artists and Gary 
Cooper, himself. This might be the strongest weight yet in ABC's effort 
to acquire parity with the other networks by using westerns. 
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This unusual title introduces MCA's current offering involving the life 
and exploits of a modern day western sheriff who uses both the horse and 
speeding car to enforce.the law. In this case the Hawk is sheriff Johnny 
Hawk, who proudly wears his star and who will be portrayed by Floyd Simmons, 
Simmons is best known to most Americans as a track and field star. 


INDIAN SCOUT - Four Star 

Four Star Productions is bringing America's number one rodeo performer 
into television as the featured personality of a western series aimed at 
early evening viewing. The hero is Casey Tibbs and the idea for the 
series is as simple and direct as the title indicates. There will be a 
little boy, and a dog, and they will help the Indian Scout when there is 
trouble on the frontier. An audition will be available by April 1. 


THE LAST MARSHAL - Desilu 

This project will star Jim Davis, best known as the hero of STORIES OF 
THE CENTURY, "Century" has been out of production for over 2 years, and 
no new product is planned. Consequently, the Desilu-NTA team will offer 
Davis in a new film western series in which Davis will portray the role 
of a gallant and dying race of men ... a fictional version of the last 
United States Marshal to be appointed as a protector of law and order on 
the frontier during those final days just before the territories all be¬ 
came states in the Union, 


LONE WOMAN with Kathryn Grayson - CBS 

This is part of a small vogue developing to create shows in the new 
western trend starring a woman. In this case Kathryn Grayson plays the 
role of an Indian princess on the frontier of the 70's, who marries a 
white trader, and who brings to her marriage a dignity and a quality 
greater and better than the characteristics of most of the white frontiers¬ 
men around her, "Lone Woman" has been created by Ralph Levy for CBS and 
the audition will be seen as a regularly scheduled program on Playhouse 90, 


THE MAN FROM TEXAS - Screen Gems 

Screen Gems is following the adult western trend along with everybody 
else. In this instance Producer Irving Briskin says "The Man From 
Texas" is inspired by the life and times of Sam Houston, 


THE MAN WITHOUT A GUN - 20th Century Fox 

Six months ago Twentieth Century Fox was debating a dozen new television 
projects and not a single adult western was included. Today most of the 
shows on that original list have been abandoned and high up on this list 
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of new nominations is this project about a crusading frontier editor who 
always won his battles with words and not with the gun. No casting yet 
but a pilot will definitely be made by early spring. 


THE MARSHAL OF MANITOBA - TPA 

This is what might be called a follow-up project from TPA. The company 
intends to send a crew to Canada to take advantage of contacts made and 
lessons learned in the location filming of "The Last of the Mohicans," 
now in syndication. In "Manitoba" the hero is the Canadian version of the 
U. S. Marshal who brought law and order to the violent frontier in the 70's. 
No casting yet. 


MAVERICK - ABC 

Warner Brothers has decided to follow up the success of "Cheyenne" with 
at least three more adult western action projects of similar vein, all 
tied to ABC. Maverick is the first, and will present a young and romantic 
hero who roams the gambling halls of the old frontier, who is more skill¬ 
ful at the gambling trade than those around him, but who only uses his 
skill to keep the real card sharks and tricksters in line. His good luck 
one thousand dollar bill plays an important part in each story. ABC is 
definitely planning to place "Maverick" on its -fall schedule, and the 
first film will be completed in March. An unknown will be cast in the lead. 


NORTHWEST PASSAGE - MGM 

Out at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer they consider this outstanding motion picture 
of the past one of the best possible springboards to create an outdoor 
adventure-action television series of vast scope and dimension. The hero 
is Colonel Rogers of Rogers Rangers. The setting is the frontier between 
the American colonies and Canada in that time in history which preceded 
the Revolutionary war.. All of this is an outgrowth of the widely read 
book by Kenneth Roberts. No casting yet. 


OUTPOST - Lex Barker - MCA 

It can be said that the cavalry hero is becoming as common-place as his 
cowboy counterpart in the specialized western action field. In this case 
motion picture star Lex Barker plays the man in blue. The scene is the 
same frontier with its same problems. The producers are the competent 
movie-makers. Pine & Thomas. MCA represents. 


PONY EXPRESS - James Best - NBC 

A good many have announced a plan to dramatize the famous mail-carrying 
adventure of pioneer days which preceded the laying of the first telegraph 
across the plains. But at last NBC has taken the initiative and plans to 
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photograph an audition during the first week of March, based on the adven¬ 
tures of the Pony Express riders. The audition will star James Best and 
mil be produced for NBC by Frank Rosenberg. 


PRIMROSE - Independent 

Frank latourette and James Mosher, the men responsible for MEDIC, are 
offering PRIMROSE as an entry in the adult western field. PRIMROSE is 
a frontier town in Idaho about 1885. It will be made symbolic of every 
western town of the era, and used as the backdrop to tell a wide variety 
of western stories, A most important element in the development of PRIM¬ 
ROSE is the fact that the series will be written by Luke Short, probably 
the best quality writer of western stories in the business. 


RAWHIDE RILEY - Richard Arlen - independent 

Produced by Sam White and starring Richard Arlen, this family western 
series has five pictures already made. Each story is told in a modern 
day, old-fashioned barber shop in Tucson, Arizona. The old barber does 
the lead-in each week. 


SIX SHOOTER - John Payne - MCA 

Not so many years ago Jimmy Stewart took the leading role in a radio 
series in which the hero could shoot straighter than any other man 
alive, but he always hated to shoot to kill. The role now goes into 
television with John Payne portraying ’’Mr, Six-Shooter, 11 The audition 
for this adult western will be available by approximately March 1, MCA 
represents. 


THE STORY OF A STAR - Gannaway 

The "star" in this case is the traditional star of the frontier sheriff 
of the Old West, Producer A1 Gannaway is using the star as a framework 
for an adult western series which may use Joel McCrea as host, following 
the pattern of the ZANE GREY THEATRE. In this new series a special effort 
mil be made to tap new areas for true stories about the sheriffs who 
brought law and order to the frontier. Audition wall be available by 
March 1. 


SUGARFOOT - ABC 

This is the companion wiestern action character developed by Warner 
Brothers to rotate on the ABC fall schedule with MAVERICK, SUGARFOOT 
is described as a young drifter w?ho is always in search of a home, and 
who somehow is always in trouble as he seeks to work out his destiny. 
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Will Hutchins, who has been developed on CONFLICT, mil be given his 
first chance at star casting. Although a sharpshooting young lawyer, 
he rarely wears his gun, preferring to solve his problems with the 
skill of his mind« 


THE TEXAN - ABC 

This is the third of the three adult western projects which Warner 
Brothers have worked out with ABC, and the least developed. At this 
date the mere announcement has been made that the studio and the network, 
working together, will offer for 19^7 a western action series built around 
that legendary, swashbuckling cowboy hero of early days in the American 
Southwest known everywhere as The Texan, 


TOMBSTONE (Working Title) - Ziv 

This will soon be announced as Ziv's candidate for 1957~5>8 in the adult- 
western action field. The approach is described as documentary in type 
and the audition is planned in color, A tie-up has been made with the 
current owners of a newspaper in the historic community of Tombstone, 
Arizona, The files will be searched back to the days when Tombstone 
was a frontier town. True newspaper accounts of what happened then will 
be the basis of the material for the series. The host will take the role 
of the pioneer newspaper editor and "name” casting mil not be used. It 
is believed that "Tombstone" will be offered for national sale about 
April 1, 


TRACK DOWN - Four Star 

Again we are with our old friends the Texas Rangers, In this case Four 
Star Productions claims that a new angle has been developed, based on 
official access to the files of the historic Rangers themselves. They 
vision a strong adult anthology. Each story will present a true account 
of how a famous Texas Ranger never gave up until he got his man. 


THE 26 MEN - ABC - Film Syndication 

ABC-Film is also in the western swim with this specially planned adult 
anthology. Russell Hayden is the mastermind behind this offering, and 
he is using special research on the lives of the last 26 Federal marshals 
in the territory of Arizona as his story material, the true adventures of 
the last group of law enforcement officers who kept peace in Arizona in the 
turbulent months before it became a State of the Union. An audition is 
available. 
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UNION PACIFIC - NBC Film Syndication 

It would seem that every conceivable tie-in is being used as the basis for 
an adult western, in this case the pioneer railroad which linked California 
to the rest of America with the driving of the golden spike in Utah, when 
the last of the Buffalo herds still roamed the plains. NBC-Film is using 
the history and romantic lore of frontier railroading as the basic material 
for this new series, which will be first offered for network sponsorship. 


WAGON TRAIN (Working Title) - NBC 

Apparently one of the first commands to come down from administrative head 
Robert Kintner was a request that the NBC program department in Hollywood 
prepare a one-hour western film show as soon as possible in the manner of 
Warner's Cheyenne, The task has been delegated to Revue Productions and 
the story approach and the casting are now under development with the 
emphasis on speed. 


THE WESTERN MUSKETEERS - Gannaway 

This project will offer a western story with music. The story part will 
tell the adventures of a government investigator who comes to the frontier 
during its last boisterous days and picks up two singing cowboys as his 
friends and companions. Each program will find some western problem 
settled, but with two or three songs along the way. The featured person¬ 
alities will be three of the most popular singing cowboys in the current 
crop from Nashville, Tennessee,. .Carl Bmith, ’-'ebb Pierce and Marty Robins. 
This is another Gannaway production and personal appearances are guaranteed 
for each of the singing personalities involved. . 


WESTERN UNION - Independent 

The Saphier agency has acquired the use of the name Western Union as the 
title for an adult Western, and production plans are in full voice. 

The stories will not be as much concerned with frontier communications as 
with action and drama; just the hero against the villain. No cast or 
pilot as yet. 


WINNING THE WEST - Flying A 

This is the one important audition on the market at the present time 
from Flying A Productions. The right has been acquired to use this •well- 
remembered title from radio. The format is anthology in nature but broader 
in scope than the title indicates. The stories will include tales from the 
cow-town days of Dodge City,.,but also the opening of the Erie Canal in 
pioneer times in New York State as well as more modern exploits in Arizona 
and New 7 Mexico even after the burp of the century. 
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THE YOUNG SHERIFF - Gannaway 

Producer A1 Gannaway is taking dead aim on the family audience with this 
project starring Farron Young, the singing star of the Grand Ole Opry 
series both for radio and television. In this new venture Young will 
play the role of a 25-year old son who takes over when his father, who 
has been Sheriff for a life-time, finally retires 0 This is planned as 
a western action series with music, and the audition will be available 
by March 1. 
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AGGIE with Joan Shawnlee - General Teleradio 

General Teleradio is offering this family appeal comedy on a network 
basis before allocating the series to syndication. It boasts one 
interesting factor s the possibility that its star, Joan Shawnlee might 
emerge as a new comedienne with exciting audience reaction. She plays 
the role of an American girl in the fashion business whose work takes 
her throughout Europe and who is always in hot water. The first group 
of pictures already has been made abroad. 


BEN BLUE*S BROTHERS - (working title) - Hal Roach 

Producer Hal Roach says that he has long been fascinated by the ability 
of comedian Ben Blue to bring to life an entire array of different comedy 
characters. As an outgrowth of this interest, Roach is planning a pilot 
in which,' by use of photographic effects, comedian Blue will portray four 
different brothers ... the aristocrat, the burn, the vaudeville performer... 
and the brother who just plugs along and gets nowhere. There will be one 
additional important role, the part of the mother. 


CARTOON JESTERS - Live - Goldstone-Tobias 

A panel of four "Can You Top This"-type people attempt to add a funny 
caption to cartoon drax-jings that are flashed on a projection screen. The 
cartoon drax-ungs are selected from the files of famous cartoonists and 
national magazines. In each program a "name" guest brings a favorite 
cartoon drawing without a caption for the pleasure of the panelists. 

This is contemplated as a live half-hour television comedy panel show, 
and is offered by the Goldstone-Tobias company. 


THE CELESTE HOLM SHOW - Mm. Morris 

Here is a very talented and well liked personality who is to be presented 
for 1957 in a comedy adventure series that could well include the use 
of some music. The idea of the shox-r is being developed by motion picture- 
writer Art Cohn and is inspired by a successful book called "No Facilities 
for Women", all about the adventures of a feminine reporter out to get 
the story. That gives the idea. The William Morris Agency represents. 


FOLLOW THAT MAN with Milton Berle - NBC 

Quietly, without fanfare, producer Sheldon Reynolds has created a European- 
made audition in xdiich Milton Berle xri.ll attempt his re-entry into network 
television. The film has just reached Hollywood, It is based on the idea 
of having Berle portray a roving nex-ispaper columnist x-;hose instinct le ads 
him into comedy situations, tin. Morris represents. 
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THE GREAT MULDOON - Mm. Morris 

The William Morris Agency is guiding producer John Sutherland in the 
creation of a comedy show that will have an important element of make- 
believe in its format. In this instance the basic character is a 
successful cartoonist. His work is read in the nextfspapers from coast 
to coast and his pride and joy is the cartoon hero, the Great Muldoon. 
As projected, ’'Muldoon" will come to life. He will leave the printed 
page and have adventures of his own. This veering into fantasy will 
offer the opportunity of presenting a series that will be a blend of 
live action and cartoon animation. 


HEY MOM with Betty Hutton - NBC 

Producer Jess Oppenheimer is ready to put this comedy project before 
the cameras at NBC. Miss Hutton will play the part of a widow with five 
kids who has a mountain of problems making ends meet. This is really the 
Mother Goose story of the lady who lived in a shoe brought to television. 
It is planned that five out of each group of thirteen programs will be 
live and these five shows will contain considerable music. 


IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE with Eve Arden - CBS 

CBS and Famous Artists have joined forces to present Eve Arden in a mid¬ 
evening comedy series in which Miss Arden will portray the role of a woman 
lecturer, based in New York City, who tours the smaller communities of the 
nation and who has special problems stemming from the fact that she is the 
mother of precocious 17-year old twin daughters. The inspiration for this 
series is a biographical book by Emily Kimbrough. Since our last report 
Famous Artists has combined with the Jaffe Agency. 


JACQUES AND JILL with Robert Sterling and Anne Jeffreys - Independent 

Here is a mid-evening comedy show with a special and strong reason to use 
added music because of the abilities of its stars. They will play the 
owners of two competitive New York model agencies who are in love, but who 
find that business rivalry must be kept alive too. The program is being 
developed by Alex Gottlieb who last year launched the successful "Oh 
Susanna", starring Gale Storm. An audition will be available by April 15. 
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JANE AHOY - (working title) - Hal Roach 


Producer Hal Roach is convinced th at a program with a feminine counterpart 
of Sergeant Bilko, but laid in the Navy, is a logical step forward* Roach 
has vrorked out a special tie-up with the Navy Department, giving him the • 
right to film portions of his contemplated show in and around the Naval 
base in San Diego* An audition will be completed by May, No casting as 
yet, but the studio is considering developing the project for Peggy King. 


MERLIN THE MAGICIAN - Wm. Morris 

Not much is known yet except the general approach. The well known comedy 
writer Phil Rapp is creating a family appeal series all about Merlin the 
Magician, in his long flowing robes, his crystal ball and his mystic powers 
over man and beast, William Morris represents and an audition is definitely 
planned, possibly with Bert Lahr, 


MIN AND BILL - MGM 

Here is a famous motion picture property which MGM has placed in the fore¬ 
front of development as the basis of a mid-evening, family appeal comedy 
for television* The type of casting under consideration shows a high level 
plan, as they are negotiating for Shirley Booth to play Min and Art Carney 
to play Bill, but these discussions have not reached a final point as yet. 

It is expected that Clifford Goldsmith will write the series. 


THE NEW JIMMY DURANTE SHOW WITH VIC DAMONE - Sheldon Leonard 

This is the brainchild of producer Sheldon Leonard and could well be the 
answer to a new and reborn Jimmy Durante, It has been decided to offer 
him for the first time in a comedy series on film in which Jimmy will play 
a character comedy role. He will be paired with Vic Damone, who is to be 
given the part of his nephew. The exact,storyline and first scripts are 
now being developed by producer Leonard and there is to be some music 
within the framework of each story. The prorrd.se is made that there will 
be no Eddie Jacksons' in this one. An audition will be available by 
April lS. 


PERILS OF PINKY with Pinky Lee - Gannaway 

Albert Gannaway Productions will offer Pinky Lee in a mid-evening family 
type comedy in which Pinky will be seen in the role of a big city messenger 
boy vrho has a nose for trouble. The emphasis will be placed on what the 
producer calls "heart comedy" and not on the broad comedy level with which 
Pinky has been associated. The audition will be available by April IS', 


o 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/szdlOOOO 


204077425 




